How CDAC Can Help Your Community!

CDAC has received several grants that provide the opportunity to provide conceptual design assistance to

your community!

If you have a possible project, please fill out an application on our website at cdac.aad.vt.edu/work-with-us.
html. CDAC will review applications to determine which projects might qualify.

Brownfields Redevelopment:

Through CDAC’s grants and partnerships, CDAC is
able to provide conceptual design assistance at
no cost to foster redevelopment of sites and buildings
that might have environmental issues. CDAC’s grant
focuses primarily on Alleghany, Bath, Botetourt, Craig,
Highland, and Rockbridge Counties, but is available
for counties throughout Virginia.

CDAC is partnering with the Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and West Virginia’s
EPA funded Mid-Atlantic Technical Assistance to
Brownfields (TAB) program covering Virginia, West
Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and D.C.
Information about their free services can be found at:
brownfields.wvu.edu
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Greenspace Planning:

CDAC received a grant from the VA Department of
Forestry Urban and Community Forestry Grant to work
with communities on greenspace planning. This might
include parks of varying sizes and types, trails, food
forests, community gardens, etc. This grant provides
partial funding for CDAC to provide conceptual design
assistance and requires the community to provide a
1:1 match of funding and/or in-kind time.

CDAC Alumni News:

CDAC is excited to share the success of our Alumni
and their new roles in the professional field.

Aditi Hadkar (M.Arch) has joined Thompson & Litton, Inc.
in Radford, VA

Raj Kumar Jami (M.Arch) has joined LaBella Associates
in Richmond, VA

Kiera Vandyke (B.Arch) has joined the Interactive Design
Group in Roanoke, VA

Mary Caroline Degnan Swartz (B.S. Interior Design) has
joined the Design Showroom in Edison, NJ

Congratulations on starting your chosen career fields!
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Rendering of proposed redevelopment plan for the former Dry Cleaners site in Dante, VA.

CDAC believes communities deserve quality design that promotes a healthy, sustainable way

The Community Design Assistance Center (CDAC) is
an outreach center in the College of Architecture, Arts,
and Design that assists community groups, nonprofit
organizations, and government agencies in improving
their natural and built environments through community
engagement and interdisciplinary design. We provide
opportunities for students to engage with communities,
connecting academics with real world experience.
Types of projects include design concepts for trails,
parks, outdoor learning environments, and the design
or redevelopment of structures.

CDAC’s work focuses on landscape architecture,
architecture, and interior design. Since its humble
beginnings in 1988 through a grant from the U.S.
Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement
of Post Secondary Education, the Design Center has
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completed over 350 projects in over 150 communities
primarily in Virginia, but also Kentucky, North Carolina,
and Tennessee.

CDAC recently received several grants and contracts
to assist communities: the Virginia Department of
Forestry (DOF) Urban and Community Forestry
program and the DOF Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
grant (both for greenspace planning), an EPA
Brownfields Assessment grant (conceptual design and
environmental assessments), and contracts with the
VA Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and
the WV Brownfields Assistance Center to assist on
their Technical Assistance to Brownfields Communities
(TAB) grant. Both contracts are to assist communities
with redevelopment concepts for buildings and sites
that may have environmental issues.
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CDAC Success Stories

Dante, VA: Abandoned School Redeveloped As
Campground Attracting Tourism to the Community

to create a conceptual redevelopment plan for the
abandoned Arty Lee School. The design concept
transformed the property into a campground. Working
with Russell County the community has received
eight grants totalling $200,000. Now complete, the
campground features camp sites, restrooms, and
connections to ATV Trails in Russell County. Following
the flood of July 2025, the grounds were used to house
impacted residents. Check out the campground at:
artyleecampground.com

St. Paul, VA: Thomas Deen Building Conversion to
Distillery

In the fall of 2019, CDAC and Cardno worked with St.
Paul Tomorrow, Inc. to create a redevelopment plan
for the former Thomas Deen Building on Riverside
Drive into a distillery. The project has since received
grants from Department of Housing & Community
Development Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), VA
Tobacco Commission, and Virginia Brownfields
Assistance Fund (VBAF) totalling over $1.5 million and
financial assistance from the town for a sewer tie-in.
The building will open soon as the “Unholy Beginnings
Distillery.” A link for the project report can be found at:
cdac.aad.vt.edu/projects.html

Project Progress

Amonate, VA: Former Coal Camp Investing in the
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In 2024, CDAC began working with Amonate Always,
Inc. to conduct an inventory, oral histories, and host
Vibrant Virginia Visioning workshops. This small coal
camp community is leading the charge in telling their
story, connecting their community, and looking at ways
to fortify their future. As a result of their efforts Amonate
Always raised $8,000 in a Go Fund Me campaign,
$28,000 in anonmyous donations, and $20,000 from
the Thompson Foundation. Work from the AAD team
has been funded through contracts and grants from
the WVU Technical Assistance to Brownfields (TAB)
communities, the VT Center for Oral History, and a
Vibrant Virginia grant from the VT Center for Economic
& Community Engagement.

Marion, VA: Octagon House Awarded Grant

Through a VA Department of Forestry Urban &
Community Forestry grant, CDAC worked with the
Octagon House Foundation to create a site master
plan in 2018. The Foundation’s goal was to create a
historical, educational, and cultural attraction. In 2019,
through CDAC’s EPA Brownfields Assessment grant,
CDAC expanded on previous work. In September 2025,
the Octagon House Foundation was awarded the Paul
Bruhn Preservation grant totaling $225,000 through
the National Park Service and Virginia Department of
Historic Resources to complete the current phase of
preservation and construction work!

Virginia Deparment of Forestry Grant
Projects

Narrows, VA: Giles Wellness Center Trail Conceptual
Master Plan

CDAC worked with Giles County to develop a
conceptual master plan for the Giles Wellness Center
Trail. Working with a stakeholders committee, CDAC
created a plan that expands the trail by encircling the
center and through the adjacent woods and hayfield,
creating multiple walking options. The addition of
trees, woody and herbaceous plantings, interpretive
signage, pergolas, and benches add visual interest
and opportunities for rest for those less mobile.
Volunteer-made benches, pergolas, bluebird houses,
and interpretive signage are also included. The plan
can help facilitate a comprehensive calendar of events
and fundraising activities. Funding has been received
by the Rotary to begin work.

St. Paul, VA: Riverside-Oxbow Trail Conceptual
Design

The Town of St. Paul recieved a grant from the
VA Department of Forestry’s IRA grant to create a
conceptual design for a trail that runs between the cul-
de-sac at West Riverside Drive to the cul-de-sac at
the end of Bush Place/Wise St near Oxbow Lake Park.
The trail incorporates St. Paul features including local
artist murals, sculptures and informational stations on
native Sycamores and the rare Clinch River mussel.
Overlooks highlight the Clinchfield Railroad and the
Clinch River. A dog park has been added as a feature
along West Riverside Drive.

Department of Environmental Quality/EPA
Projects

Dante, VA: Conceptual Redevelopment Plan for the
Former Dry Cleaners Building
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CDAC partnered with VA DEQ, the Dante Community
Association, and other stakeholders to develop
conceptual site master plans and architectural
designs for the former Dry Cleaners building. The
plans restore the existing building and documents the
site’s original auto and rail paths in paving patterns.
The plans preserve, protect, and enhance the site’s
historic character while providing indoor and outdoor
spaces to interpret Dante’s coal camp history while
providing space for supplemental income. Working
hand in hand with earlier revitalization efforts, the
designs showcase Dante’s rich history as a cultural
and economic tool to attract heritage and cultural
tourists while also tying the site into newly developed
trails for outdoor recreation.

Pocahontas, VA: Redevelopment Plan for the
Pocahontas Fuel Building

Guided by community input and Pocahontas’s rich
coal heritage, CDAC developed a conceptual plan
to redevelop the historic Pocahontas Fuel Building.
The goal was to preserve the building’'s Art Deco
architecture while creating spaces that reflect local
culture and meet community needs. The restoration is
envisioned as a point of pride for Pocahontas, making
it a centerpiece of revitalization. The conceptual
design retains the building’s historic materials and
features.The ground floor is proposed as a multi-use
community hub while the upper two floors would be
transformed into about 10 residential apartments.



